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simultaneously improve OPRHP               

resources and enrich student                               
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opportunities. 
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Typically, when I am feeling óblueô I feel sad or disappointed.                         
However, this spring our FORCES team has been seeing a lot of 
blue, and that makes me very happy! 

Stunning blue skies accompanied us on our NYS Parks Corps 
SCA ice fishing outing (page 7) and then again at Sandy Island 
Beach as we conserve and protect our piping plovers (page 8). 
Of course, what could be more fitting than brilliant blue skies 
while doing annual monitoring for our official state bird, the                 
eastern bluebird? (pages 9 and 14) 

Throughout this issue of our FORCES newsletter, youôll learn 
about all the projects, events and Stewards that have made our 
program brighter and more brilliant than ever. Hopefully, as you 
turn the pages of this issue, its contents will bring you many 
smiles...perhaps maybe even until your face turns blue:) 

SCA member Matt McCurvin proudly displays a 
largemouth bass prior to releaseðhis first fish 
ever caught through the ice! (above). Eastern 
bluebird boxes at Green Lakes State Park 
(below). Photos: OPRHP 

Piping Plover Project Coordinator Claire Nellis tows a section of 
barrier fencing at Sandy Island Beach. Photo: OPRHP 

Skies and Birds of Blue                                                 
Tom Hughes, NRS Biologist                                                                 

Central Region FORCES Program Manager 
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Niagara Region Update                                                                            
Alexandra Tillman, FORCES Program Specialist 

Last spring, the FORCES Stewards in Niagara were as busy as 
ever. With some scheduling difficulties, we took a different              
approach than usual to our projects. Each day of the week was 
ñthemedò around a type of project, and whoever was available 
would work on whatever was scheduled that day. This group of 
Stewards immediately showcased their skills as young                      
professionals and mastered any task that was given to them! 
Alexandra Chimiak, Laura Kahle, Eian Loomis, Christopher 
Pinkosh, and Cole Twomey all joined us from the University at 
Buffalo and Hannah Frasier joined from Niagara University.  
We also had Matthew Clark, Logan Fournier, and Lawrence 
Schwarzmueller from Orleans/Niagara BOCES on the roster as 
our Jr. Conservation Stewards.  

Our Invasive Species Management Stewards (Alex, Chris, and Cole) tirelessly worked on forest pest surveys 
such as the hemlock woolly adelgid and the gypsy moth, focusing on creating a protocol system and a                 
treatment plan if necessary. They also conducted invasive species removals and assisted staff with                             
surveying for invasives in multiple parks using ArcGIS Collector. All three of these individuals are now                  
employed by NYS OPRHP seasonally for the summer!                                                                                                                                                                                                             

                                   
Laura, Eian and Hannah served as our Trail Management 
Crew and put all their effort into ensuring our trail systems 
throughout the region were safe and ready to use for our  
patrons. They also created a new trail system map for            
Evangola State Park using a handheld GPS unit and 
ArcGIS. We are hoping that the new map and signage will 
be produced and installed in the park by this fall.     

Hannah worked on a unique, individual project for the region 
as well. She was tasked with researching and evaluating the 
feasibility of a dog waste composting program for our                   
facilities with dog parks. This entailed hours of research,  
creating a report for regional management review, and                 
presenting a plan to managers. Per Hannahôs                                               
recommendation, we are hoping to continue looking into this 
sustainable option for our dog parks!                   
                                                               

Our Jr. Conservation Stewards Matt, Logan, and Larry completed their work-based learning program                             
mid-June. They completed many projects, such as creating and installing a turtle ramp along with native bird 
box surveys. They also had the opportunity to design a landscape area at the Discovery Center at Niagara 
Falls State Park, where they grew the annuals they would be using themselves!   

After a tough year of hurdling obstacles for all, I am proud to share that we now have eight Niagara FORCES 
alumni working for NYSOPRHP in multiple locations throughout the state. If you see any of these young                  
professionals out and about in your local parks- be sure to say hello! 

Carly Guido (Summer 2020)- Niagara Region 
Tad Townsend (Fall 2020)- Niagara Gorge Parks 
Alexandra Chimiak (Spring 2021)- Niagara Region 
Matthew Clark (Spring 2021)- Niagara Falls State Park 
Logan Fournier (Spring 2021)- Niagara Falls State Park 
Christopher Pinkosh (Spring 2021)- Long Island Region 
Lawrence Schwarzmueller (Spring 2021)- Niagara Falls State Park 

The Invasive Species Management Crew & SCA Rep. 
Will Walston, snowshoeing to hemlock stands at Knox 
Farm State Park. Photo: OPRHP 

Invasive Species Management Stewards Alex, Eian, 
Chris, and Cole at Amherst SP completing invasive 
surveys. Photo: OPRHP 
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Coordinatorôs Corner                                                                                                             
Amy Kochem, FORCES Program Coordinator  

Affiliated Institutions              
SUNY Alfred 
SUNY Binghamton 
SUNY Brockport   
SUNY Cobleskill 
SUNY Cortland 
SUNY ESF* 
SUNY Geneseo* 
SUNY Morrisville 
SUNY New Paltz 
SUNY Oneonta* 
SUNY Oswego 
SUNY Potsdam 
SUNY Purchase 
Alfred University 
Cazenovia College 
Clarkson University 

Columbia College 
Cornell University 
Finger Lakes Community College 
Hartwick College* 
Hobart & William Smith Colleges 
Houghton College 
Hudson Valley Community College 
Ithaca College 
Le Moyne College* 
Medaille College 
Niagara Community College 
Niagara University 
Onondaga Community College 
Pace University 
Paul Smithôs College           
Penn State University                       
Rochester Institute of Technology 

St. Bonaventure University 
St. John Fisher College 
Siena College 
Syracuse University 
University of Buffalo 
University of Connecticut 
University of Rochester 
University of Vermont 
Vassar College 
Wells College* 
 
*Denotes active FORCES Clubs 

Orleans/Niagara BOCES                                  
Ossining High School                                     
Pittsford Mendon High School                    
Scarsdale High School                                    

Contact Us 

Amy Kochem                                         
FORCES Program Coordinator  
amy.kochem@parks.ny.gov                                    

Central Office                                                          
6105 East Seneca Turnpike                       
Jamesville, NY 13078                              
(315) 492-1756  

Carlin Wakefield                                                      
Finger Lakes Office                                    

2221 Taughannock Road                                        
Trumansburg, NY 14886                                 

(607) 387-7041 

Alexandra Tillman                                                
Niagara Region Office                                                   

3180 De Veaux Woods Dr E                                          
Niagara Falls, NY 14305                                                  

(716) 299-0804 

 

Find us on Social Media 

 FORCES NYS Parks, Recreation and                       
Historic Preservation Use #forcesnys on 

Facebook, LinkedIn, and                           
Instagram accounts!      

 

  

                                                                                             
To subscribe or unsubscribe to the                        
newsletter email: forces@parks.ny.gov 

SAVE the DATE:                               
FORCES Fall Gathering                                               
Sunday, September 26, 2021  
Letchworth State Park    

The FORCES Gathering                                  
is an event for students to develop          
networking, attend natural history                      
trainings, and to celebrate program               
accomplishments in a social setting. 

With a hearty number of Stewards working on projects ranging 
from Interpretive Design to Trail Management, and the addition 
of three Jr. Conservation Stewards, it certainly has been an 
exciting spring for FORCES! Word is catching on about or                 
offerings across the state as we filled many of our summer       
positions by mid-April. Itôs never to early to inquire!                                      
We continue to take pride in the diverse opportunities that we 
offer and cherish the wonderful relationships that have                          
developed with our Stewards over the years. We look forward 
to seeing more and more Jr. Conservation Stewards join in on 
the fun and gain valuable experiences with us at Parks.  

Be sure to mark your calendars for the 6th Annual FORCES 
Membership Gathering on September 26th, at Letchworth 
State Park. This is open to all current and past FORCES        
Stewards and club members interested in networking,                    
learning, and celebrating FORCES. We hope to see many of 
you there! 

 

mailto:forces@parks.ny.gov
https://www.linkedin.com/company/forces-new-york-state-parks-recreation-and-historic-preservation
https://www.facebook.com/FORCES-NYS-Parks-Recreation-Historic-Preservation-1696254730588055/


Taconic Region Update                                                                                          
Joshua DiPaola, Natural Resource Specialist 

http://nysparks.com/environment/forces.aspx Page 4 

Spring stewardship at Rockefeller State Park Preserve 
(RSPP) has taken to land, air, and water. Specifically, 
our full-time staff and FORCES Stewards have 
focused on planting native tree seedlings, improving 
habitat for sensitive bird species, and vernal-pool 
surveying. The newest member of our stewardship 
team, Devyani Mishra, has joined our full-time 
Rockefeller staff this spring as our Flora Steward, 
leading several land-based conservation initiatives.             
In the short time that she has been here, Devyaniôs 
invaluable knowledge on native flora has been 
leveraged to strategically plant native tree seedlings in 
locations throughout the preserve in areas which they 
are most likely to thrive. Over the course of several 
years, we intend to plant close to 400 seedlings with 
the hope to mollify some of the damage induced by 
herbivorous over-browsing.  

From an aerial approach, Angelica Termine, our current and only 
FORCES Steward at the moment, has devoted much of her time to 
monitor the new installations of cavity-nesting bird boxes within the 
preserve. Thus far, it has been a challenging nest year, with several 
instances of predation and competition-induced mortalities, but we 
have several completed nests and clutches on standby already 
(eastern bluebird, tree swallows, purple martins, Carolina wrens). 
Angelica has also supported the stewardship staff with monitoring 
vernal pools for indicator species, such as wood frogs and spotted 
salamanders. Vernal pools are sensitive ecosystems which host a 
variety of reliant fauna, and the stewardship staff has collaborated with 
its partnering land managers, Stone Barns Center, to head the                        
first-ever routine surveillance of vernal pools within the preserve.  
Going forward through the spring and summer, we hope to recruit new 
FORCES interns and welcome back previous legacies to support all of 
the aforementioned initiatives.  

FORCES Steward, Angelica Termine, assisting in a vernal pool 
survey. Photo: OPRHP 

The first American kestrel nest box installed at RSPP. The nest box and 
subsequent efforts to monitor it is part of a broader initiative to improve 
habitats for cavity-nesting birds. Photo: OPRHP 
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~Aiden McCarthy, SUNY ESF 


